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Boisdeffre, the French Chief of Staff: "You tell me in this
case [of an attack by Austria alone] to make a partial mo-
bilization, but this is absolutely impossible for us, because
the troops which we shall assemble in Poland come from all
the points of the Empire and are mixed together. Beside
this being impossible, in making a partial mobilization, we
should expose ourselves to too great dangers with the men-
ace of a rapid attack from Germany." 85 This point of view
was as true in 1914 as in 1892.

For all these reasons the Russian General Staff regarded
this partial mobilization project as the height of folly;
nevertheless, since the Ministerial Council and the Tsar
had decided in favor of it, they hurriedly began to work out
plans for it, secretly hoping, however, that it would never
be carried out.86 But at the same time, as a measure of far
greater importance and safety, they persuaded the Tsar to
approve the putting into operation of the wide-reaching
measures preparatory to general mobilization comprised in
the very secret "Regulation Concerning the Period Prepara-
tory to War." 87 The Regulation was to become effective

Jaune: Lf Alliance Franco-Russe, p. 73.
86 Dobrorolski, p. 102 f. (German trans, p. 21).
87 For the facsimile of the Council's decision, approved by the Tsar
on July 25, the writer is indebted to the courtesy of the Hoover War
Library. This reads:                                ,                                              Copy
Confidential
On the original is written in His Imperial Majesty's own hand:
"Agreed to," at Krasnoe Selo, July 12 [25], 1914.
Countersigned:   President of the Council of Ministers,
Secretary of State Goremykin.
Special Journal of the Council of Ministers, July 12 [25], 1914.
Concerning the bringing into effect of the Regulations Concerning the
" Period Preparatory to War, sanctioned by His Majesty on February 17
[March 2], 1913. [The first paragraph mentions the Tsar's approval of
the recommendation of the Council of July 24 for partial mobilization,
already published by Mr. Robert C. Binkley from the same volume in
the Hoover War Library, and summarized above at note 44].
Today, in accordance with the present trend of the diplomatic nego-
tiations and with the aim of taking measures necessary in all departments
for preparing and guaranteeing the success of the mobilization of the
Army, Navy, and Fortresses, and the concentration of the armies at